
Summory

This report includes research and a summary of the work of the Economic Affairs lnterim Committee,

specific to the study of Senate Joint Resolution 20 as outlined in the Economic Affairs lnterim
Committee's 2017-18 work plan and Senate Joint Resolution 20 {2977l.fhe research in this report,

combined with highlights of key information provided to the Economic Affairs lnterim Committee, was

used by the Economic Affairs lnterim Committee in reaching its findings. To review additional

information, including audio minutes and exhibits, visit the Economic Affairs lnterim Committee

website: www.leg.mt.gov/eaic.

Proposed Findings:

A Montana's dehnition of high-poverty counties for grantmaking purposes should be revised to mcan a

county that has a Povefty rate g(eater than lvlontana's a1'erage counq'poverty mte as determined b1'

the U.S. Census estirnates for dre most current year available.

The Big Sky Economic Development Trust Fund ought to serve, in particular, high-poverq., high-

unemployment areas. The statutes goveming the grantmaking for job creation, in particular (not

necessarily planoing grants), should include high-unemployment as a criteria to get additional funds

provided to high-poverty counties.

The legislature should consider making the Indiar Country Economic Development ptognm, rvhich

includes dre Indian Equity.' Fund grants, a grant progrxm recognized in statute thereby providing

legislative direction and continui5.

Tl're Departrnent of Labor and Industry is urged to report the U-6 unemployment information
rvhenever that number becomes available, to add to its reporting of the standard U-3 unemployment

rate. Both numbers rvould be intended to give more tecogoition to the discouraged and maqginally

attached members of the state's labor force that are reflected in the U-6 number.

The Department oflabor and Industry is urged to rvork with tribal governments to develop

reporting options for unemplol,menl that provide a rnote complete picture of those unable to obtain

adequate iobs on ot near reservations. The collaboration may include incentives based on reporting

by tribes required for federal programs, such as Public Larv 102-477 rcports or their equivalents.

The Department of Public Health and Human Sewices and the Department of I-abor and Industq'
are urged to enhance dreir case management sen'ices for persons rvith disabilities to assist them in
obtaining jobs.
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